
My Brief Encounter in Dorset - October 2009

Friday started out a great day. Sheila 
George picked me up at my house and 
drove us over to Ron McDowell’s house as 
he was driving us to Swanage.

Ron organised this splendid trip to Dorset 
staying on Ulwell Cottage Caravan Park. 
The accommodation booked by him was 
excellent. I stayed with 2 ‘new’ friends, Pat 
and Jan, with whom I had a great time. We 
had a 4-berth caravan between the three of
us. As Pat and Jan had arrived before me 
they shared the twin room leaving ‘lucky’ 
me with the double.

We had a short walk on the Friday afternoon, over heath land with stunning views and a 
huge Tor in the middle of it. Some of our party for reasons of their own decided to climb to 
the top of the Tor. Robin and Leon were ‘Kings of the castle’, by getting to the top and 
scaring the life out of some of us, while Ina and Mercedes made it half way up.

Then it was on to Ulwell to unpack and get ready for the evening meal in the bar and 
restaurant on site. The food was good and the company even better!

9.30am start the next morning with a glorious day. I was told that the walk was about 15 
miles although by the time we had finished it felt more!

After an hour of walking we stopped to have 
our coffee and enjoy the sun and views. 
Onwards then until we came to the Square and
Compass, an old pub specialising in ciders. 
The outside of the building was festooned with 
pumpkins of all sizes, some were bigger and 
heavier than me. Pasties and pints went down 
well here, I had ale while several of the others 
enjoyed a cider with their pasties. The next leg 
took us to Corfe, with a fantastic approach to 
the castle. Once in Corfe village we split into 
two groups with our group enjoying a clotted 
cream tea at the base of the castle walls. After 

that welcome break we had a steep climb up to a ridge, which kept climbing! I thought 
we’d never get to the top! But it was certainly worth it for the views both sides were out of 
this world. This leg of the journey was about 3¾ miles, dropping down to the top of Ulwell 
Cottage Caravan Park. We were tired but happy and looking forward to a very hot shower.

The evening meal followed a similar format as the previous evening. Once I’d eaten and 
shared a bottle of wine I was ready for an early night.

Sunday 9.30am saw us car sharing to get to the start of our cliff top walk.

Once again the weather was gorgeous, Ron did a good job when he ordered it!



This was a shorter walk of about 8 miles, 
which was lucky as one of the group Debbie, 
had twisted her ankle the previous evening, 
but was still game enough to give it a go. She 
was having some difficulty towards the end of 
the walk. When we arrived at our last stop at a
cliff top café, she and Mike ordered a taxi back
to site. We settled in for a cup of tea and I tried
some of the clotted cream ice cream>Lovely! 
We descended from there into Swanage, for a 
meander and a look at the shops. As we were 
making our way to the campsite a heavy 
drizzle started, which got us all rummaging in 

our rut sacks for our waterproofs. That 10 or 15 minuets of bad weather were the only bit 
we experienced.

Dinner and drinks in the bar and restaurant, although a few stayed on after dinner for a 
couple more, so there may have been a sore head or two next morning.

Once packed and the cars loaded we went into Swanage, for an excellent and very 
informed guided tour by Ron. The weather was great yet again, with sun and not a breath 
of wind.

Finally we stopped and had coffee and a Danish. Then there were good byes and 
farewells and see you soon! I think we would all have liked to stay another day or two. But 
we had to hit the road.

I’d like to thank Ron very much for organising this trip, everything went brilliantly! I look 
forward to more trips in the future and seeing you all again soon. 

Anne Murray
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